
The Middle East Fork Balanced Growth Project

/~~~~~ SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
-.......- CLERMONT COUNTY. OHIO

This project is a collaborative effort by the East Fork Watershed Collaborative, Clermont
SWCD, and Clermont County's Planning Department to develop a Watershed Balanced
Growth Plan for the Middle East Fork, a sub-watershed of the East Fork Little Miami River
Watershed.

Middle East Fork
• 56 mi2 (35,900 acres)
• Population = 19,181
• 14 political jurisdictions (including Clermont County, Ohio DNR, U.S. Army Corp)
• Dominate land uses = agriculture 37%, forest 48%
• Urbanizing watershed (62% increase in population from 11,898 residents in 1990 to 19,181

residents in 2000 )

Water Resources
• 11.7 mi East Fork Little Miami River, Exceptional Warmwater Habitat
• 6 major tributaries: Backbone Creek, Fourmile Run, Lucy Run, Ulrey Run, Slabcamp Run,

Back Run
• 1,980 acres Harsha Lake (East Fork Lake), Clermont County drinking water source
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Community Planning
• 9 of the II MEF Townships have a Growth

Management/Land Use Plan

Water Quality Impairments
East Fork Little Miami River and Tributaries
• Causes: high nutrient levels, pathogens, silta

tion, flow alteration, habitat degradation
• Sources: land development, urbanization,

stormwater runoff, bank erosion, failing
HSTSs, WWTPs, other non-point urban run
off

Harsha Lake
• Causes: Manganese, Atrazine, high Total

Organic Carbon (TOC), high levels nutrients
• Sources: Agriculture runoff, failing HSTSs,

WWTPs




