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OLENTANGY RIVER WATERSHED - OVERVIEW

• The portion of the watershed of the Olentangy River chosen for this project encompasses 25
jurisdictions spread over parts offour counties (Franklin, Delaware, Marion and Morrow) and
contains approximately 370 square miies.

• The watershed includes representative sections of all of the landscape types found in central
Ohio, including rural, small town, small city, suburban and central city urban.

• The river provides drinking water for several communities and high quality aquatic habitat for
six State listed endangered, threatened or special concern aquatic species.

• A section of the Olentangy is a State Scenic River with Exceptional Warm Water Habitat. This
section runs through Delaware County, which is the eleventh-fastest growing county in the
country, and thus faces all of the threats that rapid growth entaiis.

• Despite its inclusion of a portion designated as State Scenic River, the Olentangy River
watershed is also inciuded on Ohio's list of impaired waters. Ohio EPA's study of 74 sites in
the watershed showed that 46% were meeting water quality goals, 31% were partially
meeting the goals, and 23% were not meeting the goals.

• The suburbanizing middle watershed exhibits signs of high levels of nutrients, pathogens and
sediments; altered hydrology and poor habitat caused by changing land cover and land
disturbance; failing home sewage treatment systems; and low-head dam impoundments.

• In the lower, urban portion of the watershed, combined and sanitary sewer overflows, urban
runoff, and low-head dam impoundments result in high nutrient and pathogen loads, poor
habitat, siltation, low dissolved oxygen concentrations and elevated stream discharges.

• The Lower Olentangy Watershed also contains many noteworthy assets. Ohio State
University's main campus sits along both banks of the river. OSU's Olentangy River Wetland
Research Park has been designated a Ramsar wetland of international importance. There is
an almost continuous greenway corridor from just south of the Franklin-Delaware County line
to the confluence of the river with the Scioto River in downtown Columbus with a multiuse
trail along the corridor prOViding public access to most of the urbanized portion of the river
and connecting numerous public parks.

• There is growing recognition for the need to coordinate transportation and land use planning
with water resource planning. The Oientangy River parallels a major transportation corridor
(State Route 315 and U.S. Route 23), and includes the corridor identified by the Central Ohio
Transit Authority as the most likely location of a future light rail system, so transportation
planning must necessarily be incorporated into any plan to protect the watershed.

• The watershed includes significant areas of protected recreational lands, including Delaware
State Park and Highbanks Metro Park.

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission Jerry Tinianow 614-233-4178




