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Working Group Project Description

The Ohio Balanced Growth Program’s outreach component is known as the Best Local Land Use
Practices Program. See below for a complete description of that program. The program was begun in
the Ohio Lake Erie Basin in 2006, and includes a set of resources, including an overview document
known as “Linking Land Use and Lake Erie — Best Local Land Use Practices”, and a set of model and
example regulations for local governments.

The working group’s job will be to review the past Best Local Land Use Practices (BLLUP) documents,
and evaluations of the BLLUP project to date, to advise the Project Team on refining the focus of the
existing BLLUP content, identifying additional issues to be addressed, and recommended revisions.
Particular attention will be paid to issues and solutions which are specific to the various regions of the
State, to adapt the document and models for statewide use and to accommodate current conditions.
Of special concern is to ensure that the full range of development and redevelopment conditions are
addressed, from rural to suburban to urban, and from residential to commercial to industrial.

Project Overview and Description

The Best Local Land Use Practices project involves the development of a program to promote Best
Local Land Use Practices (BLLUP) across the State of Ohio. Sponsors of the program include the Ohio
Lake Erie Commission and the Ohio Water Resources Council. The goal of the program is to encourage
adoption of Best Local Land Use Practices, as identified in the document currently called “Linking Land
Use and Lake Erie”, and as adapted for use in specific regions across the state by local governments,
with particular attention to areas experiencing significant land use change. A statewide strategy to
promote Best Local Land Use Practices to local governments has four underlying principles:

1) The overall approach must address local government needs: voluntary participation, incentive
driven, hands-on technical assistance, information and explanation tailored to local concerns, and
education tailored to lay decision makers. A message must be developed that meets these needs, and
is aimed at mixed audiences of local officials, developers/builders, citizens, watershed groups, and
professional planners and technical staffs of various agencies and organizations.

2) The Best Local Land Use Practices program will be best implemented in target areas which
have development/storm water issues, instead of blanketing the entire state. Individual communities
outside of target areas who choose to participate will, however, be accommodated. In the initial stages
of the project, it is assumed there will be eight target areas: Columbus, Cincinnati, Miami Valley-
Dayton, Youngstown-Canton, Cleveland-Akron, Sandusky, the Toledo area, and south central-southeast
Ohio. These target areas may change as the project develops.



3) Day-to-day training and technical assistance are best provided by a local entity, “Local
Provider(s)”, who are professional planners but have direct access to local issues and decision makers.
The primary provider in each area will be supported/connected to others from universities, extension
agencies, soil and water districts, watershed districts, areawide MPOs, county planning commissions,
local governments, and state agencies and organizations concerned with growth and land use
decisions. The statewide program will aim to identify the appropriate local entity(ies) in each region of
the state who are already working on these issues, and support them (financial as available, training,
and technical support) in their efforts. A key component of this “Provider” approach will be the
establishment of voluntary networks to enhance learning and dissemination of the message. Another
key factor will be to find ways to promote and sustain the networks to encourage ongoing
participation.

4) The program will support the designated local Providers by providing training, networking and
mentoring, identifying issues, developing materials, and developing case studies that can help to
illustrate areas of question and concern for each target locality. A central component of Provider
support and networking will be the development of a web social networking “ning” site with private
pages for use by providers within each area’s network, and to network with each other. Web
conference services will also be provided as needed to accommodate Provider statewide meetings.
Information for inclusion in the Balanced Growth Program’s public web site will be provided for
incorporation by the client agencies.

Overall Schedule

This project is developed as a three-year project, with similar work intended for each of the three
years. The scope of work for each year will be worked out in detail with the client agencies prior to the
start of each year.

Web Links for More Information

e Ohio Balanced Growth Program — www.balancedgrowth.ohio.gov

e Summary of Best Local Land Use Practices (BLLUP) Recommendations (“Linking Land Use and
Lake Erie” document referenced above -

http://www.balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/BestLocalLandUsePractices.aspx

e Model and example regulations referred to in the BLLUP document -

www.balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/BestLocalLandUsePractices/ToolkitModelOrdinances.aspx

e Ohio Lake Erie Commission — www.lakeerie.ohio.gov

e Ohio Water Resources Council — www.ohiodnr.com/owrc
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